
MLA In-Text Citations with Quotations and Punctuation Rules 

In-text citations (also called parenthetical references) include the author's last 
name and the location where the information appears. Parenthetical references 
should be placed where a pause in the sentence would naturally occur but as 
close as possible to the relevant idea or quotation. 

The following examples show how to punctuate around quotations and citations. 
Note that if you provide the author's name in the sentence, you don't have to 
include it in the parentheses. 

• When using a direct quote within your sentence, use quotation marks 
around the words of the quotation, but place commas and periods after 
the citation - not within the quotation - regardless of whether there is a 
comma or period at the end of the original material:    
 

o Miranda justifies her actions as "fair play" (Shakespeare, The 
Tempest 5.1.175).   

o In the days when doctors "stressed air as the communicator of 
disease" (Tuchman 102), they were unaware of other factors.   

o In exposing the myth of freedom of the press, Rivers notes that 
"[p]residential control reached its zenith under Andrew Jackson" (7). 
  

• Question or exclamation marks that appear in the original source, however, 
stay within the quotation marks:    
 

o The more appropriate question is, "have we gone too far to reverse 
the environmental damage caused by reckless deforestation?" 
(Jones 187)   

o Lear protests "O, reason not the need!" (2.4.258) when Regan 
insists on eliminating her father's retinue.   
 

• If the quotation is long enough to be set as a separate block, eliminate the 
quotation marks, and always put the final punctuation before the citation: 	  
	  

o It is important to keep in mind, however, that these two 
"arguments"...are really two faces of a single argument, an 
argument defining democracy, in part, as that form of government 
which recognizes the necessity of certain luxuries. (Bogel 172)	  


