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Score:  Language 

4 

The writing: 
• illustrates consistent and sophisticated command of precise language and 
domain‐specific vocabulary appropriate to the task. 

• Illustrates sophisticated command of syntactic variety for meaning and reader 
interest. 

• utilizes sophisticated and varied transitional words and phrases. 
• effectively establishes and maintains a formal style. 

3 

The writing: 
• illustrates consistent command of precise language and domain‐specific 
vocabulary appropriate to the task. 

• illustrates consistent command of syntactic variety for meaning and reader 
interest. 

• utilizes appropriate and varied transitional words and phrases. 
• establishes and maintains a formal style. 

2 

The writing: 
• illustrates inconsistent command of precise language and domain‐specific 
vocabulary. 

• illustrates inconsistent command of syntactic variety. 
• utilizes basic or repetitive transitional words and phrases. 
• establishes but inconsistently maintains a formal style. 

1 

The writing: 
• illustrates little to no use of precise language and domain‐specific vocabulary. 
• illustrates little to no syntactic variety. 
• utilizes no or few transitional words and phrases. 
• does not establish or maintain a formal style. 
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EXPLANATION OF LANGUAGE RUBRIC TERMS 
 
 
 
“the writing” 

 The Language trait is scored independent of how the student has 
addressed the task and stimuli. Only the student’s original writing 
can be assessed. Students who simply copy from the text and do not 
create any of their own prose cannot illustrate consistent command 
in Language. 

 
“precise language” 

 Precise language refers to the effective use of specific words and 
phrases, appropriate for the grade level, to elucidate or strengthen 
an analysis or argument.  

 
“domain-specific vocabulary” 

 Domain-specific vocabulary refers to words and phrases that are 
appropriate to the content. While these may often be words used in 
the given task and text(s), students should demonstrate proper 
understanding in how to use this vocabulary when appropriate. 
Students may utilize vocabulary from outside the text that is also 
specific to the domain. 

 
 “syntactic variety” 

 Syntactic variety refers to the use of varied sentence formations and 
sentence style in the response. 

 
“transitional words and phrases” 

 The Language trait is concerned with the types of words and phrases 
used to transition between ideas in a response. These transitions are 
only assessed based on the quality of the words and phrases, not 
how effective they are in organizing information, which would be 
assessed under the Focus & Organization trait. 

 
“formal style” 

 Whether writing an Informational/Explanatory essay or an Argument 
essay, the student should avoid reliance on conversational style.  

 
 
 
 
 
You will now review 8 individual student responses, scored only in 
Language, along with annotations to help you internalize the use of the 
rubric for this trait. 
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Language Anchor: Response #1 
 
 
Leaders of the Civil War Era was a good story about how in the South Wieman and Black 

coud not go to war. But Hairret lend the 2nd South Carolina volunteers. The South Carolina 

volunteers was a black army. 

 Harriet Tubman whent throu alot of things to free the slaves. Know she is a famas 

woman who freed 700 to 800 slaves. She also was the first lady to lead South Carolina 

volunteers throu the under growth rail road. 

 I like how the story is vary detailed it made me fill like I was in the story. I like when 

it told me where every thing was. It gave vary good detail where they was fighting at. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 1 
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Language Anchor: Response #1 

 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 1 
 
 

 The response illustrates little precise language or domain-specific 
vocabulary. While the response does include some specific word 
choice, these are words drawn directly from the text and are not the 
student’s own. The student’s language and vocabulary is less 
precise. For example: 

 
o . . . whent throu alot of things . . . 
o . . . told me where every thing was. 
o . . . where they was fighting at. 

 
 The response illustrates little syntactic variety. For example: 

 
o The South Carolina volunteers was a black army. 
o I like how the story is vary detailed it made me fill like I was in the 

story.  
o I like when it told me where every thing was. 
o It gave vary good detail where they was fighting at. 

 
Most sentences in the response demonstrate simple 
construction. The sentences in the final paragraph have repetitive 
phrasing. The student demonstrates little control of syntactic 
variety by using primarily short, simple sentences.  

 
 The response utilizes few transitional words and phrases. For 

example: 
 

o But . . . 
o Know she is . . . 
o She also . . . 
 
The student uses basic transitional words. 
 

 The response does not maintain a formal style. The last paragraph 
lapses into the student’s personal opinion of the text. For example: 
 

o I like how the story is vary detailed it made me fill like I was in the 
story. 

o I like when it told me where every thing was. 
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Language Anchor: Response #2 
 
 

In the story Leaders of the civil war Era: Harriet Tubman. The authers purpose was 

to inform you on the civil war and slavery. During the civil war the Union Army used black 

people to spi on the Confederate adrmy. Harriet Tubman was a spi for the union Army. 

 The authers purpose was to entertan you about the civil war. The auther was 

telling you about the civil war. And why It happened. The union did’t like slavery. 

 The union wanted black people to be free. The Confederate wanted slavery so the 

black people had to work there land. The union whent down the combahee river to the 

confederate line. The union solders destroyed confederate supplies and brought back 700 

to 800 slaves. 

 The union destroyed millions of dollars worth of commissary stores. The union 

brought back 700 to 800 slaves who where on laborer plantions. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 1 
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Language Anchor: Response #2 
 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 1 
 
 

 The response illustrates little precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary. For example: 

 
o The union wanted black people to be free.  
o The Confederate wanted slavery so the black people had to work 

there land. 
 

The student copies most of the precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary from the text. 

 
 The response illustrates little syntactic variety. For example:  
 

o Harriet Tubman was a spi for the union Army. 
o The auther was telling you about the civil war. 
o The union wanted black people to be free. The Confederate wanted 

slavery so the black people had to work there land. The union 
whent down the combahee river to the confederate line. The union 
solders destroyed confederate supplies and brought back 700 to 
800 slaves. 

 
Though the student constructs some complex sentences, the 
majority of the response utilizes short, simple sentences and 
repetitive phrasing.  

 
 The response utilizes few transitional words and phrases. For 

example: 
 
o . . . inform you on the civil war and slavery. During the civil war . .  .  
o The Confederate wanted slavery so . . .  
 

 The response does not maintain a formal style. For example: 
 

o The authers purpose was to inform you on the civil war and slavery. 
o The authers purpose was to entertan you about the civil war. 
o The auther was telling you about the civil war. 

 

The student addresses the reader using the second-person 
pronoun, creating an informal style. 
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Language Anchor: Response #3 
 
 

In the passages there were some similarities and some differences. They had 

different author’s purposes but, they were written about the same person. 

 The author’s purpose in the first passage is to entertain. I believe it’s to entertain 

because it is a story about Harriet Tubman’s life. It was in a story-like manner. It was also a 

little entertaining. 

 The second passage’s author’s purpose was to inform. It was a little more 

informative than the first passage. I believe it was informative because it wasn’t 

entertaining and it. told facts about Harriet Tubman. 

 To comare these passages, they are both about Harriet Tubman. They both are 

about freeing the slaves. They both tell us that Harriet Tubman helped free the slaves. 

They both also talk about Harriet Tubman’s parents. 

 The passages contained some similar items and some different items. The authors 

had different purposes for writing but, they both were based on Harriet Tubman. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 2 
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Language Anchor: Response #3 
 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 2 
 
 

 The response illustrates inconsistent command of precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary. Some of the language is precise. 
For example: 

 
o entertain 
o inform 
o informative 
o facts 

 
The student uses these few precise words repeatedly. Other 
language and vocabulary is less precise. For example: 
 
o story-like manner 
o freeing the slaves 
o free the slaves 
 

 The response illustrates inconsistent command of syntactic variety. 
The student constructs some compound sentences. For example: 
 

o They had different author’s purposes but, they were written about 
the same person. 

o The authors had different purposes for writing but, they both were 
based on Harriet Tubman. 

o I believe it’s to entertain because it is a story about Harriet 
Tubman’s life. 

o I believe it was informative because it wasn’t entertaining and it. 
told facts about Harriet Tubman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on the next page . . . 
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Language Anchor: Response #3 
 
 

Other sentences are simpler and are repetitive in structure, 
demonstrating an inconsistent command of syntactic variety. For 
example: 
 
o They both are about freeing the slaves. They both tell us that 

Harriet Tubman helped free the slaves. They both also talk about 
Harriet Tubman’s parents. 

o  I believe it’s to entertain because it is a story about Harriet 
Tubman’s life. It was in a story-like manner. It was also a little 
entertaining . . . It was a little more informative than the first 
passage. I believe . . . 

 
 The response utilizes basic and repetitive transitional words within 

sentences. For example: 
 

o . . . different author’s purposes but, they were written 
o  different purposes for writing but, they both . . . 
o . . . it’s to entertain because it is . . . 
o . . . was informative because it wasn’t . . . 

 
 The response establishes but inconsistently maintains a formal 

style. 
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Language Anchor: Response #4 
 
 

I am truly shockted, leading 150 solders into enamy grounds, a nother amazing 

feet by Tubman. I did not know that she was a spy maby she is the frist female spy. 

 She inspiers me so much! We wemen are changing history. I one day could be an 

amazing artst! Maby I am small now, but Harriet was 15 when she ran away. 

 Harriet Tubman, slave to spy. She had a bad start but she had a cuse for 

everything she did. 

 I want to start a book club called “America heros” for children my age. 

 In my openon Harriet Tubman was a graet American hero. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 2 
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Language Anchor:  Response #4 

 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 2 
 
 

 The response illustrates inconsistent command of precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary. For example: 
 

o truly shocked 
o amazing feet 
o inspiers me  
o graet American hero  

 
The student utilizes some precise vocabulary. Other language 
and vocabulary is less precise. For example: 

 
o bad start 
o cuse for everything 

 
 The response illustrates inconsistent command of syntactic variety. 

The student constructs some compound and complex sentences, 
and also uses a fragment for effect. For example: 

 
o  I am truly shocked, leading 150 solders into enamy grounds, a 

nother amazing feet by Tubman. 
o Maby I am small now, but Harriet was 15 when she ran away. 
o She had a bad start but she had a cuse for everything she did. 
o Harriet Tubman, slave to spy. 

 
Other sentences are simpler in structure. For example: 
 
o She inspiers me so much! 
o We wemen are changing history. 
 
The student’s reliance on “I” as the subject of many sentences 
detracts from syntactic variety. This response, overall, 
demonstrates an inconsistent command of syntactic variety. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Continued on the next page . . . 
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Language Anchor: Response #4 
 
 

 The response utilizes basic or repetitive transitional words and 
phrases. The student uses “but” to transition within two sentences. 
There are no transitions between paragraphs and sentences in the 
rest of the response. 

 
 The response does not establish a formal style. The student 

consistently interjects personal opinions and reactions, creating an 
informal response. For example: 

 
o I am truly shocked 
o I did not know 
o I one day could  
o Maby I am small now 
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Language Anchor: Response #5 
 
 

In Harriet Tubman it was more about escaping the south. In “Civil War Era: Harriet 

Tubman” alot of people had escaped, and it was just about stoping slavery for good. 

 “Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman” tells about what she did after she was free. She 

meet the govenor of Massachusetts. She also helped out during the Civil War. 

 Harriet Tubman is more about her escaping, and trying to free others. She became 

free, but went back to help others become free. She even walked some people heself 

through the underground railroads.   

 Both were about the same person. Although the were very different stories. They 

both did a good job though. 

 I thought both stories were informational and fun to read. They both talked about 

how Harriet Tubman was a very brave and loving person. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 2 
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Language Anchor: Response #5 

 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 2 
 
 

 The response illustrates inconsistent command of precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary. For example: 
 

o escaping the south 
o people had escaped, and it was just about stopping slavery for 

good. 
o She even walked some people heself through the underground 

railroads. 
 

The student utilizes some precise vocabulary. Other language 
and vocabulary is less precise. For example: 

 
o . . . about the same person  
o . . . were very different stories 
o . . . both did a good job though. 

 
 The response illustrates inconsistent command of syntactic variety. 

The student constructs some complex sentences. For example: 
 

o In Harriet Tubman it was more about escaping the south. 
o In “Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman” alot of people had escaped, and 

it was just about stoping slavery for good. 
o She became free, but went back to help others become free. 

 
Other sentences are simpler in structure, and the response also 
contains a fragment. For example: 
 
o Both were about the same person. 
o They both did a good job though. 
o Although the were very different stories. 
 
The predominantly simple sentence construction, along with the 
presence of a fragment, demonstrates an inconsistent command 
of syntactic variety.  

 
 
 
 

Continued on the next page . . . 
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Language Anchor: Response #5 
 
 

 The response utilizes basic transitional words and phrases. For 
example: 
 

o She became free, but went back to help others become free. 
o Although the were . . . 

 
There are no transitions between paragraphs or sentences in the 
rest of the response. 
 

 The response maintains a formal style. However, there are 
weaknesses within other aspects of the Language trait that prevent 
this response from attaining a higher score.  
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Language Anchor: Response #6 
 
 

After reading these two stories I can see that there are multiple similarities and 

differences. Some things are different by one or two words, while others are totally 

different. There also some things that are exactly the same. 

 The first story I read, “The Woman Called Moses,” is almost night and day 

compared to Leaders of the Civil War Eara: Harriet Tubman. One of the first things I 

noticed was that the first story talks more about her days on the Underground Railroad. It 

also gives some background about her work on the plantation. This story also mentions 

her beleife that she is not free until her people are free.  

 After that story I read Leaders of the Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman, which is 

compleatly differnt  from the first story. It is more about here helping in the Civil War. This 

story has very little mention of here time on the Underground Railroad. It also mentions 

about how she knew many leading citizens in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. 

Wherever there are differences the are probably some simlaritys.  

 While the stories have many differences, there are also quite a few similaritys. One 

of the first things I saw, which is also the most obvious, is that the stories are both about 

Harriet Tubman. In both stories the biggest thing she wanted for her and her people was 

freedom. Both passages mention how she cared for her family. 

 Both stories had simalaritys and differences but both were great stories. They both 

show how Harriet Tubman loved freedom. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 3 
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Language Anchor: Response #6 
 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 3 
 
 

 The response illustrates consistent command of precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary appropriate to the task. For 
example: 
 

o . . . almost night and day compared to . . . 
o . . . background about her work on the plantation. 
o . . . very little mention of here time on the Underground Railroad. 
o  . . . the biggest thing she wanted for her and her people was 

freedom. 
 

 The response illustrates consistent command of syntactic variety for 
meaning and reader interest through the use of a variety of complex 
sentences. For example: 
 

o The first story I read, “The Woman Called Moses,” is almost night 
and day compared to Leaders of the Civil War Eara: Harriet 
Tubman. 

o One of the first things I noticed was that the first story talks more 
about her days on the Underground Railroad. 

o After that story I read Leaders of the Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman, 
which is compleatly differnt from the first story. 

o One of the first things I saw, which is also the most obvious, is that 
the stories are both about Harriet Tubman. 

 
While there are some simply constructed sentences, the overall 
response demonstrates a consistent command of syntactic 
variety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on the next page . . .  
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Language Anchor: Response #6 
 
 

 The student utilizes appropriate and varied transitional words and 
phrases. For example: 
 

o One of the first things I noticed . . . 
o After that story . . . 
o Wherever there are differences . . . 
o While the stories have many differences . . . 
o . . . also . . . 
 
Although somewhat repetitive, the transitional words and phrases 
are appropriate and add to the fluency of the response. 

 
 The response establishes and maintains a formal style. 
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Language Anchor: Response #7 
 
 
 After reading “The Woman Called Moses” and “Leaders of the Civil War Era: 

Harriet Tubman,” I am now very educated on Harriet. Both stories were moving. There was 

alot of information. They were very different though. One was mainly about Harriet and 

only her. The other was about the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln. 

 The author’s purpose of “The Woman called Moses” is to inform. As the author 

states: “From the spoken and written words of Harriet Tubman . . .” implying that the 

upcoming quote was directly from her. It also states: “She told of how much Freedom 

meant to her”. This, as the 1st statement, means that Tubman said the word’s that 

followed. It also uses data, such as: “. . . some 75,000 were personally brought to safety by 

Harriet Tubman . . .”. This data can be proven factual, along with every other quote, data, 

and dates. 

The author’s purpose of “Leaders of the Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman” is also to 

inform. It is fact after fact after fact. It is all historical, so you can prove it. It uses specific 

dates, like “July 10, 1863” and “June 2”, along with certain years such as 1862 and 1863. 

Another big thing is the real people. These include: Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, 

Frederick Douglas, Governer John Andrew, and Colonel James Montgomery. These little 

details help alot in determining facts from fiction. That’s how I know it is informing. 

 These two stories are both informative. They are also about Harriet Tubman and 

the slaves in the 1860’s. “Leaders of the Civil War Era: Harriet Tubman” is all history and 

doesn’t get into depth on Harriet’s background. But, “The Woman Called Moses” gets into 

her personal life and history. I like it better, as well, because of that. I love the quotes put 

into it, because it really helps spice it up. The second story was boring and too technical. I 

wish it was more about Harriet, like the first one, other than just facts about the Civil War. 

 Both stories are informative, great, and truely touching. They are both reliable 

sources. I love those stories. I would read them again if I could! They both opend my eyes 

and helped me realize how far America has come since the 1800s. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 3 
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Language Anchor: Response #7 
 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 3 
 
 

 The response illustrates consistent command of precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary appropriate to the task. For 
example: 
 

o implying that the upcoming quote was directly from her 
o data can be proven factual 
o details help alot in determining facts from fiction. 
o depth on Harriet’s background 

 
 The student illustrates consistent command of syntactic variety by 

constructing compound and complex sentences. The student also 
uses a simpler sentence for effect. For example: 
 

o After reading “The Woman Called Moses” and “Leaders of the Civil 
War Era: Harriet Tubman,” I am now very educated on Harriet. 

o It is all historical, so you can prove it. 
o It uses specific dates, like “July 10, 1863” and “June 2”, along with 

certain years such as 1862 and 1863. 
o It is fact after fact after fact. 
 

 Some sentences illustrate simpler structure. For example: 
 

o Both stories were moving. 
o There was alot of information. 

 
 The response utilizes appropriate and varied transitional words and 

phrases. For example: 
 

o After reading . . . I am now . . . 
o As the author states . . . 
o . . . uses data. This data can be proven factual, along with . . . 
o . . . real people. These include . . . 

 
 The student establishes and maintains a mostly formal style. 

However, the student’s use of first person in the third paragraph and 
in the conclusion creates a conversational tone, detracting 
somewhat from the formality of the response.  
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Language Anchor: Response #8 
 
 

Harriet, as shown in these two passages, is an extremely strong-willed person. She 

would not just take a seat and accept slavery, she fought against it. Harriet Tubman 

believed in her rights as a human being and helped in different ways, and these authors 

showed that, but they told it in the different ways that she helped. 

 In ‘The Woman Called Moses’ the author talked more about Harriet’s life. How she 

grew up in slavery, and how she disliked the fact of it. The author also wrote of how she 

had escaped through the Underground Railroad. After the woman escaped she knew that 

she had to save her family. 

 A year later Harriet Tubman helped her family escape also through the 

Underground Railroad. After many years she has personally saved over seventy-five-

thousand slaves. Harriet could also proudly say that she had never had the life of any of 

those seventy-five-thousand killed or lead astray. 

 The author that wrote ‘Leaders of the Civil War Era’ took a different look or 

perspective of Harriet. This perspective was the Civil War angle of her her life. She showed 

how Harriet helped the Union Army in the Civil War. 

 Harriet, in the Civil War, raised funds for the Union Army. Harriet was also a big 

help, because since she was a former slave she had enemy intellegence. Since she gave 

information she was rewarded with one hundred dollars. Tubman used this to get other 

slaves to give information about the Confederates. Soon enough she led troops to a 

plantation and destroyed it. 

 The authors both showed how she was a huge part to the end of slavery. These 

authors informed me on how she was a great leader and a great person. I think everybody 

should live up to a life like Harriet Tubman to be bold and brave. The question is that do 

you feel the same way. 

 
 
 
SCORE POINT: 4 



� �    

Grade 6–8  Page 23 of 24 

Language Anchor: Response #8 
 
 
Annotations 
SCORE POINT: 4 
 
 

 The response illustrates consistent and sophisticated command of 
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. For example:  
 

o extremely strong-willed person 
o took a different look or perspective of Harriet 
o since she was a former slave she had enemy intellegence  
o bold and brave 
 
The student demonstrates command of language appropriate to 
the task, with some sophistication, in addition to the skillful 
incorporation of precise language from the text.  
 

 The response illustrates sophisticated command of syntactic variety. 
For example:  
 

o Harriet Tubman believed in her rights as a human being and helped 
in different ways, and these authors showed that, but they told it in 
the different ways that she helped. 

 
The student is able to demonstrate control of syntactic variety by 
effectively mixing simple, compound, and complex sentences, 
with some effect on meaning and reader interest. 

 
 The response utilizes a variety of transitional words and phrases:  

 
o After the woman escaped . . . 
o Harriet was also a big help, because . . .  
o Since she gave information she was . . .  
o Soon enough she led . . . 

 
The student demonstrates sophistication in the use of transitions, 
moving beyond basic words and phrases to connect ideas within 
paragraphs. These transitions naturally guide the reader through 
ideas and sentences. 

 
 
 
 
Continued on the next page . . . 
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Language Anchor: Response #8 
 
 

 
 The student establishes and maintains a formal style. The student 

also effectively incorporates first and second person into the 
conclusion to engage the reader.  
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