Character Analysis Essay

Requirements:

· 3–5 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, using 12pt.Times New Roman font

· Proper MLA format must be used, including 1 inch margins, an appropriate heading (no title page), page numbers, and parenthetical citation. You may visit the MLA web site for help at www.mla.org or use the Purdue Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu. 
	Assignments
	Due Dates

	Character Flip Chart

· 3 character traits

· 3 synonyms for each character trait (9 total)

· 3- 5 sentences for each character trait (9-15 total)

· 3 quotes to prove each character trait (9 total) 
	Monday, November 12th (EOP)

	Outline for Character Analysis
· Handwritten; to be completed in class
	Friday, November 16th  

	Typed Rough Draft #1 

· Due for Ratiocination
	Tuesday, November 20th 

	Typed Rough Draft #2

· Due for Peer Editing
	Tuesday, November 27th 

	Final Essay

· Final Draft with Works Cited

· Staple turnitin.com receipt to the back

· Handwritten rough draft 

· Rough Draft #1 (ratiocinated) 

· Rough Draft #2 (peer edited) 
	Thursday, November 29th   


You must turn in a hard copy of your paper AND submit your paper to turnitin.com. A hard copy of the paper will be accepted until 3pm on the due date with no point penalty. After 3pm, it is considered late and 15 points will be deducted for each day the essay is late.  If a hard copy of the paper is turned in on time, but without uploading, please refer to my syllabus (under “papers”) for specific details. 
Character Analysis Outline 

I. Introduction
a. First sentence is a general statement about the character.
b. Second sentence is a more detailed statement about the character. The 1st and 2nd sentences need to connect.
c. Thesis Statement: name the title of the work and the author, identify the character and dominant traits (descriptive adjectives from flip chart) and state your opinion about this character (without using the pronoun “I” in your statement).
II. Body Paragraph #1 
a. Topic Sentence:  Introduce your first adjective/character trait 
i. Concrete Detail: Example from the text (Proof!)
1. Commentary #1: Explanation; “This shows that…” 
2. Commentary #2: Further explanation; “As a result…” 
b. Transitional sentence: Transition from first idea to second idea
i. Concrete Detail: Example from the text (Proof!)
1. Commentary #1: Explanation; “This shows that…” 
2. Commentary #2: Further explanation; “As a result…” 
c. Concluding sentence: Restate (do NOT repeat) topic sentence
III. Body Paragraph #2 

a. Topic Sentence:  Introduce your second adjective/character trait 
i. Concrete Detail: Example from the text (Proof!)
1. Commentary #1: Explanation; “This shows that…” 
2. Commentary #2: Further explanation; “As a result…” 
b. Transitional sentence: Transition from first idea to second idea
i. Concrete Detail: Example from the text (Proof!)
1. Commentary #1: Explanation; “This shows that…” 
2. Commentary #2: Further explanation; “As a result…” 
c. Concluding sentence: Restate (do NOT repeat) topic sentence
IV. Concluding paragraph (2-3 sentences)
a. Restate Thesis:  Use different words! Do NOT repeat.
b. Final sentence(s): makes a general statement about the character in life.

REMINDERS:                                                            

· Do NOT use “I,” “you,” “we,” or “us”

· Write in 3rd person ONLY

· NO contractions

· Write in present tense (as if the characters are still alive)
· Check for spelling/grammar errors

· No slang/informal language/dead words

· No abbreviations 
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English I - Period 3
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In the end, the format of your paper should look exactly like this, At the top of the page, please list your full name, my name, class (English I) and period, and the date the paper is due.  Your title should be interesting and creative.  Do not title it Character Analysis Paper.  Blah!  Please note that I wrote out ‘do not’ and I did not use a contraction.     


The introductory paragraph needs to begin with an observed statement about your character.  Your next sentence should be more detailed statement about the character’s values/morals/beliefs/actions.  Finally, articulate an intellectual opinion about the character shown in a thesis statement.  Be sure your opinion about the character can be backed up by textual evidence.  Avoid using the pronoun “I” in your thesis statement.    


Your paragraphs should be formulated exactly like the outline you were given.  Make sure the body paragraph begins with a new thought that leads us into relevant textual evidence.  Your embedded quotes should look like this:  Polyphemus angrily shouted out to the other Cyclopes, “’Nohbdy, Nohbdy’s tricked me’” (9.317).  [book. line number]  After your textual evidence, be sure to comment on or explain each piece of evidence that you use.  Round off each paragraph with a concluding sentence that summarizes your ideas and/or quotes.  Each quote needs two commentary sentences.  


The final paragraph should restate your thesis statement, but should not repeat what was stated earlier in the paper.  To finalize the analysis, give a general statement about the character which allows the reader to ponder on. 
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